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Development and performance verification
of soil testing kit

G. R. RAJAKUMAR AND S.V. PATIL

ABSTRACT :  It was planned to produce a kit by the authors at KVK, Sirsi, UAS, Dharwad during 2009-10. The so developed ‘Om
kit-Part-I’ was released in Krishimela 2010 of UAS, Dharwad. Trials have been conducted during 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 at
KVK, Sirsi (Uttar Kannada district) and during 2011-12 and 2012-13 at KVK, Hanumanamatti (Haveri district).  Universal indicator
is also available in the market as a ready product. Hence, production of such liquid was tried with available indicators suitable for
specific ranges. The combinations were tried. The result is the DHUN indicator. The production of equipment was tried with
available electrical devices with standard EC solutions suitable for specific ranges. The combinations were tried.  The result is the
SLIM stick. The salinity measurement is through this SLIM stick (Salinity Light Intensity Monitor stick). Ranjan Kumar Basak’s
soil testing methods were modified  and brought into this kit method which  clearly indicates  the per cent of organic matter in soil
very easily and quickly. It gives colour development (Orange yellow, olive green and bluish green for low, medium and high
organic matter levels).
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